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Fujian’s health insurance management system began implementation in 1997. 
At present, nine prefecture-level cities and departments under the administration of 
the provincial party committee have established health insurance systems, each 
system having its own hospitals, pharmacies, and banks. Unfortunately, due to 
disparate levels of economic development and implementation, the prefecture-level 
cities of Fujian use different IC cards, methods of authentication, and devices for 
reading and encoding information. Because these systems are unable to network, 
when insured patients see a doctor outside of their city of residence they must pay 
the fee in advance. Afterwards, they can go to their local insurance center to apply 
for reimbursement. However, this method is inconvenient and increases the burden 
on health insurance service organizations. This paper proposes a cost-effective 
method of establishing a unified system in Fujian by using existing technological 
infrastructure. 
Building a networkable medical insurance network would solve many of the 
province's current problems. According to this proposal, insured patients who seek 
medical care outside of their district should first obtain a temporary card. This 
temporary card will be able to interface with the all the readers and input devices of 
Fujian’s healt insurance system by creating a node where the systems can 
communicate with one another. This method takes advantage of J2EE technology, 
where a multi-layered framework supports the functions of the business layer, 
simplifying settlement procedures for patients and strengthening the management of 
health insurance funds, while not requiring the expensive investment required by 
completely overhauling the province's health insurance system. 
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